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Abstract

This article is about Czech amateur singing choirs and possibilities of their presentation abroad in the latest twenty years in the social-political context.
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After the fall of the communism in the year 1989 concert activities of Czech amateur choirs began to move from socialist states to western democratic states (Western Europe and later overseas). This break-trough was spontaneous reaction to opening boarders with possibility to travel practically everywhere without any restriction which wasn’t possible during totalitarian regime. Only a few singing choirs from Czechoslovakia travelled to democratic states before 1989. These singing choirs represented socialism culture on international choral festivals and competitions in western states.

But there were lot of problems with these travels. Firstly the official permission had to be given by ministry of culture. Then every choral member had to obtain another permission to travel abroad by an employer and also approval formulation of Czechoslovakian Communist Party although the member did not take part in any political party. The currency exchange wasn’t possible in Czechoslovakia so singers raised foreign currency on black markets (by dealers at the squares of Czech towns) which was easy in the seventies and eighties. Czech customs officers checked personal belongings because the import and export of foreign currency were illegal. There’s no wonder that Czech choral singers wanted to experience new way of life and make contacts with new singing choirs after fall of the Iron Curtain.

The representation dramatically changed due to the open frontiers and new political system. The conductors of choirs cancelled from their repertoire songs based on communism regime and also Soviet composers (socialistic songs were about beautiful life in socialistic community). Today communism compositions are nearly forgotten. The conductors started to choose their beloved songs and add spiritual music and western provenance into their repertoire.
After 1989 the organization system of founding choirs has changed. By that time every singing choir had its official founder. These founders were mainly state companies/factories, schools, culture centres etc., which provided material supports and facilities to choirs.

After 1989 the companies moved from state property to private and culture departments of these companies were closed. Various problems arose because singers in many choirs had to take partial or full part in paying for rent of studio, other choirs were lucky and found their sponsors (municipal offices, companies etc.).
I experienced these troubles with singing choirs as a singer but mainly as a conductor. When founder of our choir (The Silesian Ostrava Mixed Choir) coalmine (The Mine of Petr Bezruč) was closed, our choir didn’t have any financial support. I conduct The Ostrava Silesian Mixed Choir up to the present day. I often had the decision to make whether would be better the choir closed or fight battle for survival. And on the other side competition among singing choirs began, singers had more opportunities to choose choir which satisfies them according to the way of quality, frequency of rehearsals and concerts, repertoire, community of singers, age and personality of conductor etc. Many new choirs were founded and there was lack of good singers.

During the latest twenty years I had a lot of concerts with my choir The Silasian Ostrava Mixed Choir (founded in the year 1989) in Germany, Austria, Spain, France, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Great Britain, Poland but even in Mexico, Uruguay and Thailand. The financial point of view during the concert tour is a problem because all members have to pay expenses by themselves (eventually there is possibility to find sponsor). But not every member can afford it so solution of supporting choir by external singers has become popular.

Now singing in choir is sometimes understood as kind of activity how to spend leisure time, singers have to pay all spending such as people fond of sports for example diving, cycling, playing golf, skiing etc. It offers possibility to gain financial support for choir activities with performance of sponsor representation (towns, companies etc.) which is common mainly among children and youth choirs.

I had opportunity to having concerts with my choir in Ukraine in sub-Carpathian Russian a year ago and I have concerts in Rumanian Banat this year. We could ask why these not frequently visited localities were attracted  by Czech singers. The reason is maybe historical connection with our country and singers enthusiasm of new experiences.

The sub-Carpathian Russian was part of Austro-Hungarian monarchy for many years such as Czech country was part of Czechoslovakia republic between the world wars (1918 -1938). There are a few villages in Rumanian Banat where Czech citizen lived under Austro-Hungarian monarchy a few hundred years ago. The Czech language is spoken in these little not easily available still depopulating villages where the inhabitants feel and are considered as Czech citizen living in Rumania.

Concerts were holding mainly in churches in these both countries. It was pleasant experience as we had concerts for our citizens in USA (Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois 2004). The first great experience was nonofficial singing for members of Czech community in Uzhhorod in front of the bust of T.G. Masaryk, the first president of Czechoslovakia (1918 – 1935).

The second challenge and also responsibility was having a concert after the mass in church in town Tiacevo. The quality of pricksong of ecclesiastical community during the mass was breathtaking by musical quality and warmth of feeling. Hardly anywhere in churches round the world can be proud of clear voices.

Rumanian Banat spreads eastern from Serbia in the hills nearby river Danube. Amazingly musical susceptible and grateful audience was responsible for unique absolutely fascinating feelings from their hearts and souls. I think that concerts in Banat were the most successful activity abroad of our choir and I still remember it.

Important experience for Czech amateur singing choir from concert tours is fact that meeting new and new audience can be inspiration enriching involving people artistically emotionally and especially humanly. The confrontation of accepting Czech choral culture (European countries, behind polar circle in America or Asia) is interesting in sympathizing with audience by specific language – everybody understands music.

I’m persuaded that investment of choral singing is useful, but firstly it’s splendid spiritual experience.
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