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Abstract
This paper takes a look at Marian Sawa (1937 –  2005, Poland) as the organist, musicologist, pedagogue and composer for choirs. We will also learn about his education and pedagogical work in the context of the last decades of the 20th century.
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Almost all composers in Poland during the 2nd half of the 20th century composed music for choirs. Let´s remind well-known composers such as Henryk Mikołaj Górecki, Andrzej Koszewski, Witold Lutosławski, Krzysztof Penderecki and others. Due to their compositions the choir music was introduced to the concert halls and  churches in Poland. The turn of sixties and seventies developed  non-professional choirs, church choirs and school choirs. Especially academic choirs achieved high level thanks to the new challenging and experimental pieces. 

Marian Sawa was a remarkable personality in this period of time. He was the composer,  organist, great improvisator, musicologist and music pedagogue
Marian Sawa was born on January 12, 1937 in Krasnystaw and died on April 27, 2005 in Warsaw at the age of 68. The first experience in music and lectures of violin, piano and organ gained Sawa thanks to his father, who was an organist in Lopienik.

From 1951 to 1955 he was a student of The Salesian Society´s School for Organists in Przemysl (Salezjańska Szkoła Organistów v Przemyślu). In 1955 he  moved to Warsaw and during 1955 – 1958 he studied the organ play at The State J. Elsner Secondary Music School (Zespol Państwowych Skół Muzycznych im. J. Elsnera). From 1958 to 1963 he attended The Fryderyk Chopin Academy in Warsaw (Akademia Muzyczna im. Fryderyka Chopina w Warszawie), former PWSM (The State College of Music in Warsaw /Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Muzyczna/) where he was a student at Feliks Rączkowski organ class and obtained Master of Arts degree in 1963. In 1962 he was also a student of the composition department at The F. Chopin Academy under Pioter Perkowski and later under the guidence of Kazimierz Sikorski, a Polish composer who worked in France (Paris) and USA at The Center of Electoronic Music. In 1968 Marian Sawa gained a master´s degree in composition.

As a teacher of music Marian Sawa taught a lot of musicians. During 1966 – 2005 he gave lectures at The Fryderyk Chopin Academy of Music in Warsaw of organ improvisation, harmony and counterpoint, during 1992 – 2003 he taught theoretical and practical musicology at The Cardinal Stefan Wysziński  University (Uniwersytet Kardynała Stefana Wyszyńskiego), during  2002 – 2005 he taught improvisation at The State Music Schools no. 4 in Warsaw (Zespol Państwowych Szkół Muzycznych nr 4 w Warszawie). Marian Sawa led a courses e.g. Organ Improvisation Course for Secondary School Students in Legnica (1994), Organ Improvisation Seminar for the Secondary School and Music Academy Students within The Organ Conservatory in Legnica (1995). He also was a juror of many choral, organ and composer competitions.

Marian Sawa participated in social and organization activities:
• 1966 – 1971  The Polish Composer´s Union (ZKP) Youth Department (Koło
Młodych);
• 1997 – 1999  Artistic Director of the PZCHiO (The Polish Union of Choirs and Orchestras);
• Member of the Autors´ Union (ZAiKS) and The Musica Sacra Society.
Sawa as conferences´ active participant  focused on contemporary music:

• 1st  Composers´ Symposium at The Fryderyk Chopin Academy of Music

Warsaw, on January 16, 1999, his  lecture entitled: Questions to Myself;
• 3th Composers´ Symposium at The Fryderyk Chopin Academy of Music

Warsaw, on May 16, 2003, his lecture entitled: Thinking…;
• The Musicological Conference: The Newdays Sacred Polish Music Form  

Gniezno, on November 21, 2003, his lecture entitled: My Lacrum.
Since his studies Marian Sawa was working as an organist in churches in Warsaw. As an organist Sawa cooperated with many orchestras, ensembles and soloists not only in Poland but also in Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Holland, Italy and Russia. He recorded  many LPs and CDs as a solist and an accompanist (Arston, Acte Preable, Dux, Polonia Records, Polskie Nagrania, Polskie Nagrania Edition, Veriton).
Sawa´s music was interpreted by one of the best polish symphonic orchestras (e.g. The Legnica Symphony Orchestra, The Wrocław Philharmonic, The Symphony Orchestra of the Warsaw Philharmonic) by prestigious choirs (e.g. The National Philharmonic Choir, The Poznańskie Słowiki Boy´s and Men´s Choir, The Warsaw Choir Ensemble) and nowadays by numerous soloists.
Sawa is a holder of many awards, prizes and decorations:
• 1969 – 1st prize for the symphonical piece Assamblage at The 12th ZKP Young Composers Competition;
• 1975 – The 2nd degree Ministry of Education  Award for outstanding achievements in teaching;
• 1979 – The 2nd degree Ministry of Culture and Education Award;
• 1985 – Golden Cross/Order of Merit;
• 1987 – 3rd prize for the choral work „Dyptyk Wiejski“ (Rural Diptych) for mixed choir 
a capella;
• 2000 – 1st prize at the 15th Film and Multimedia Festival in Niepokalanów. A Phonografic Award for the „Marian Sawa – Organ Music 1“ CD;
• 2001 – „Marian Sawa – Organ Music 2“ was nominated to the „Fryderyk 2001“ Phonographic Award;
and also many awards for Children´s Songs from the Radio and TV Comitee.    

Marian Sawa´s output consists of instrumental (especially for solo organ), vocal and vocal – instrumental pieces. In this part of the paper, we would like to introduce Sawa´s music for choir which counts more than 200 compositions. Many of his compositions were recorded on CDs. Let´s name at least few of them: Stabat Mater for mixed choir and organ (composed in 1982), Popule meus for mixed choir, organ, and kettledrums (composed in 2005) and many others recorded by non-professional polish choirs.

Sawa´s choral compositions are often based on religion. For interprets and audience are these pieces very popular in Poland. Marian Sawa drew from tradition of polish hymns, polish folklore, Gregorian chant, and modal elements which are intergrated into the unit. His choral compositions are rhytmical, diverse dynamics, and contemplative inner.

This choral compositions are characterized by their originality, and  melodic lines (in which can be used legato tones). They are composed with great sense for acustics and appropriate reverberation. However, he didn´t venture into a modern means of expression as he did in his organ works.

It´s a pity that Marian Sawa´s choral compositions don´t occure in repertoir of Czech choirs. Most of them are written in Latin therefore, their pronaunciation shouldn´t make any problem for amateur singers. In Sawa´s pieces we can find a large scale of difficulty: from a great vocal works with instrumental accompaniment (Via Crucis, Missa Claramontana, Magnificat, Stabat Mater etc.) to shorter one-page pieces, a cappella. As a conductor I have already interpreted some of Sawa´s compositions for mixed choir. I appreciate his work for its inventive, strong emotional religious and refined character. 
The purpose of this paper is not mean to be a compendium or analysis Sawa´s compositions which he composed for choirs. We would like to advice of opportunity to enrich the choral repertoire of original and valuable music from Poland.

Marian Sawa´s work was a subject of scientific research and theme of symposiums and musicological conferences. His work also became a frequent theme of Masters´ Thesis and Doctoral Disertations in Poland
Marian Sawa was burried on May 5, 2005 at the Bródno cemetery in Warsaw. In 2006, a year after his death was founded The Marian Sawa Society (Towarzystwo im. Mariana Sawy, www.mariansawa.org). The main target of The Marian Sawa Society is promoting his music, oraganizing artisitc events, etc.
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