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Summary

Children’s musical activity is the subject of interest of many psychologists and pedagogues, as it is one of the most frequent forms of children’s activities at the preschool age. Over the last few years the range of musical accessories was widened, as beside the traditional instruments children started to use a computer together with musical computer programmes. A computer is now becoming one of the most important tools in everyday activity of contemporary children. This article presents the results of the research conducted in several countries concerning the area of computer aided musical education. 
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Introduction

Children’s musical activity is the subject of interest of many psychologists and pedagogues, Art historians, aesthetics specialists and musicians, as it is one of the most frequent forms of children’s activities at the preschool age. Over the last few years a computer together with musical computer programmes has become one of the musical accessories beside the traditional instruments. A computer is now becoming one of the most important tools in everyday activity of many contemporary children.

Children are very creative. This wonderful ability should be cultivated and developed. This is why the important goal not only for teachers but for all adult people should be developing children’s aesthetic sensitivity and creative potential by making it possible for them to take part in music, art, physical and verbal activities regarding a child’s needs in respect to their age. Being in contact with the art, children have a chance to become more sensitive people. It is therefore important to equip children with the ability to perceive, understand and create art, and what is more – to understand and get to know themselves and other people. Musical activity is one of the most favourite forms of activity of almost every child. It is very rare to have to persuade a pre-school child to take up a musical activity. Both listening to music and trying to create music, or other unconventional forms of musical activity are constantly very popular with children. They are taken up spontaneously or are prepared by a kindergarten teacher. The advantage of musical activities is that almost always they work very well in all kinds of classes conducted in a kindergarten. 

Scope of the research

The scope of my scientific research includes pre-school education institutions and early grades of primary school. The research regarded children at pre-school and early school age and their educational environments (family, kindergarten and school). When another stage of the reform in the educational system was implemented I started conducting research connected with the realisation of the duty of school preparation by 6-year-old children (Ustawa, 2003). The main research issue has been as follows: In what way do the institutions of pre-school education create educational chances for children at the pre-school age?

A number of hypotheses have been made and several research tools used. The essential tool for the conducted survey was the questionnaire which included many question categories (M. Łobocki, 2000).  The questionnaires were directed to the kindergarten and primary schools headmasters, pre-school teachers and primary school teachers of first grade students. I also used diagnostic sheets for respondents being mainly the parents of children attending the surveyed pre-school institutions, information cards helpful in defining the children’s level of development, and also register of educational-didactic classes. Another tool I used was the Test for checking school readiness by B. Wilgocka-Okoń (B.Wilgocka-Okoń, 2003) and, (B.Wilgocka-Okoń, 2003), my own tests checking the level of school readiness, and the standardised tool for checking school readiness SGS (E.Koźniewska,2006). One of the detailed issues covered the way of implementing new legal acts regarding the early support of the development of children and the regulations concerning equalising children’s educational chances. Having these regulations in mind I also prepared questionnaires directed to specialists - mainly psychologists, speech therapists and pedagogues conducting supportive and corrective classes in the surveyed institutions (Regulation, 2005) and (Regulation, 2002). This survey was divided into several stages, with systematically growing number and types of the surveyed kindergartens. The main research has been conducted in Polish educational institutions. Part of the research has been started in educational institutions in the United States, in Kove Learning Academy, Illinois (USA, 2005) and in Norway in institutions in Nesna (Norway, 2006) and in an experimental school „Aaretta School” in Lillehammer. Part of the research is planned in cooperation with scientific employees from universities in Slovakia (Slovakia, 2006) and the Czech Republic (Czech Republic, 2006).

One of the stages of the research regarded early support of the process of shaping selected areas of school readiness of 6-year-old children (A.Watoła, 2007). 

This article shows selected research results concerning using a computer in pre-school children’s musical activity.

The analysis of chosen research results

The research in Poland was conducted in kindergartens governed by different institutions. These include municipal kindergartens, private kindergartens, pre-primary forms in primary schools and kindergartens run by societies or monastic congregations.

Table 1 presents information connected with conducting the survey in Polish pre-school institutions.

Table 1. Organisation of surveyed pre-school education institutions


Number of surveyed kindergartens
Number of groups in a kindergarten
Total number of children
Number of teachers

Municipal kindergartens
12
52
1097
112

Private kindergartens
16


42
504
67

Pre-primary forms in primary schools 
8
8
184
12

Kindergartens run by monastic congregations
6
        21
231
21

Total
42
123
2016
212

Table 1 presents all types of kindergartens, where the survey concerning creating educational chances for pre-school children was conducted. At present vast majority of children attend municipal kindergartens. Part of the parents chooses private kindergartens and kindergartens run by monastic congregations. Six-year-old children attending pre-primary forms in primary schools can only stay five hours a day.

Table 1 also presents data concerning the number of pre-school groups and the number of teachers employed in the surveyed institutions.  

The next stage was the analysis of the research material concerning music education of children in kindergartens. The teachers were asked the following question: How are music classes conducted in a kindergarten?

There were many answers, and the most frequent of these were:

· systematic rhythmic and logo-rhythmic classes conducted by specialists,

· listening to different kinds of music on CDs,

· systematic listening to and learning songs sung by a teacher (on average one song a week),

· learning to play simple percussion instruments,

· playing instruments made by children,

· additional music and dancing classes,

· taking part in performances and music concerts in a kindergarten,

· taking part in performances and music concerts in a philharmonic hall, theatre or other institutions,

· listening to and watching music radio and television programmes,

· organising music contests, overviews, performances for children (by children),

· everyday music activities, singing to the accompaniment of the piano, flute, guitar, accordion (teachers who can play these instruments).

60 % of the surveyed teachers stated that they use educational, music computer programmes. The most popular programme is „Klik teaches to sing”(WSiP,1999). His programme is especially used during individual music activities for talented children. The most important didactic goals of the programme according to the teachers are:  

· arousing motivation in children,

· children’s constant readiness to play and work using a computer, 

· learning songs adapter to children’s interests and voice abilities,

· arousing emotional attitude to music,

· introducing basic music terms, 

· getting to know musical instruments and their sound,

· learning Polish national dances,

· getting to know selected classical pieces,

· introduction to listening to music and proper performance of music,

· teaching the auditory-vocal skills,

· shaping sensitivity and aesthetics,

· arousing respect for Polish music and culture.

Part of the surveyed pre-school institutions is equipped with the colourful pre-school education centres KidSmart, which make it possible for children to have access to technology that helps to acquire important skills and makes school beginning easier. For many children who are raised in families with low income the possibility to take part in activities using the KidSmart set gives greater chances of development and enables school success.PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=02_sm.jpg"
As far as the kindergartens taking part in the research are concerned, the computer centre KidSmart has for several years been mainly used with 6-year-old children. Teachers use educational computer programmes to support chosen stages of didactic classes within: the ability to read and write, mathematical skills, developing manual skills, designing, drawing, painting, colouring in, learning foreign languages, general knowledge of the surrounding culture, environmental, technical and musical reality.

Conclusions

Based on the research concerning computer aided development of a pre-school child, there are several conclusions to list. The most important are:

1. Developing musical interests and skills in pre-school children by using musical computer programmes is a new thing in pedagogical work; however more and more teachers use this new tool to have children play and learn.

2. Using musical computer programmes during classes in a kindergarten one should remember that his is just another tool making it possible for a child to express their creativity. It cannot in any case substitute for the traditional forms of musical activity such as listening to music live, and singing and playing instruments together.

3. Children’s creativity expressed by using musical computer programmes will let an attentive teacher get to know a child better, observe their emotions, intellectual development and interests.

4.  Computer in children’s musical activity may be an area where elements of pedagogical and logopedic therapy are used (M. Kisiel,2007).

5. Properly used musical computer programmes stimulate children’s overall development, allow them to express themselves and show their creative possibilities, make children pleased and happy, increase the sense of self-esteem. 
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