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Abstract

A paper called „Opportunities for presenting Czech choir singing outside Europe” takes a look at international competitive and uncompetitive festivals appropriate for Czech choirs. These festivals include multicultural meetings of amateurish choristers. The participation at festivals is a great experience for Czech choirs. 
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There are a lot of international competitive and uncompetitive festivals of choirs at the present time. Festivals that are being held in Latin America belong to both attractive and available ones. 

These festivals include multicultural meetings of amateurish choristers. Their purpose is emphasizing the choral music, meeting and comparing cultures all over the world and also making new friends and contacts between choristers and conductors. 

The participation at festivals is a great experience for Czech choirs. 

Today is a travelling abroad more available to the members of Czech choirs.

The positive effect is a continuous emergence, extension and the cultural life enrichment of the choruses over the world.

One of the prestigious uncompetitive festivals, the “Festival Mundial de Coros Puebla”, which is being visited also by the Czech choirs, takes place in the Mexican City of Pueblo. The participating choirs are accommodated in the hotels in the City of Pueblo. The legendary volcano Popocatepetl is situated near to this city.

The choirs have concerts daily, independently on each other in neighbouring towns so they have opportunity to test the condition of the acoustic of local churches, theatres and concert halls. By the latter they have a chance to meet the spontaneous audience of Mexicans, who are much more expressing their feeling in the comparison with Europeans and last but not least to see many various exotic places.

A similar characteristic has the festival “Encontro Internacionál de Coros” which is being held in the Brazil city Cabo Frio (106 miles from well-known Rio de Janeiro).

Completely different organization has the festival “Internacional de Ensambles Corales”. It is because the participating choirs move to the other cities (Montevideo, Maldonado, Minas, Punta del Este etc.) every day according to the given plan.

Visiting ensembles are honoured by the hospitality of the local organizers. They can experience many interesting excursions and also meetings with mayors of villages during their visit.

On the other side is the competition of choirs “A Voyage of Songs” (Thailand’s seaside resort Pattay; 2007) one of the interesting and relatively accessible festivals on Asian continent. The first two years (2003, 2005) of the festival with this title were held in Malaysia, so the tradition of this festival is not long. More than 2000 choralists participated in every of these years. The rules of competition in various categories are not so strict. There is no compulsory composition in the categories (time limit takes about 10 to 15 minutes, folklore only 8 minutes).

Gross cash expenses per person at the festival “A Voyage of Songs” were following:

· Accommodation – 236$ to 409$ offered by the organizer (the price included four nights lodging, full board and shirt with festival’s logo)

· The air ticket from Vienna to Bangkok – 20 200 Kč (Quatar Airways; the price’s covering all airport charges and costs)
· The permission to enter Thailand – 700 Kč
· Other necessary costs like return ticket to Vienna and from Bangkok to Pattay (106 miles) and health insurance
All in all the pricing is about 28 000 Kč (about 1000 €).
Choralists can travel independently if they want to combine their participation at the festival with their holiday. Buddhism Thailand is fluently and no problem English speaking country. You can accommodate in the air conditioned hotel room at the cost of 10$ including one night’s lodging. Meal in restaurants, railway and bus transport are frequently cheaper than in Czech Republic. The prices in Thailand are at the same level as the prices in Latin America.

For local organizers are international festivals very difficult from the organizational point of view such as financial so they are selecting choirs with respect to recordings which are sent with application forms. The recordings should contain particularly compositions typical for Czech culture – folklore music with good composition as well as witty adaptations. They should contain the Czech choir classics and the contemporary production of Czech and abroad composers.

Czech choirs could be very popular with their diversity in the style of compositions of the gentle emotionalism and folkloric temperament. Jiří Kusák published in a Cantus magazine an article “Choir ‘Silesian Ostrava’ excelled in South America”. He described his notices this way: “In fine we’d like to emphasise abysmal difference between South-American and Slavonic music interpretation and some generic characteristic features. We could feel pure nearly animal temperament, happiness, lightness, enthusiasm. Songs are rich rhythm designed whereas Slavonic interpretation uses deep emotion, contempletation, frequently with bare tune and in spiritual songs mainly with inwardness”. 

The offers of the festivals outside Europe can be found over the World Wide Web (i.e. www.chorolnet.org). Communication with festival committee is in English.
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