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 The International Visegrad Fund is an international
organization based in Bratislava, founded by the
governments of the Visegrad Group (V4) countries—the
Czech Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic 
of Poland, and the Slovak Republic—in Štiřín, Czech 
Republic, on June 9, 2000.

 The purpose of the Fund is to facilitate and promote the
development of closer cooperation among V4 countries
(and of V4 countries with other countries, especially but 
not exclusively non-EU member states in Eastern
Europe, the Western Balkans and the South Caucasus) 
through the support of common cultural, scientific and 
educational projects, youth exchanges, crossborder
projects and tourism promotion.



 The budget of the Fund (€6 million as of 2010) consists of 
equal contributions of the Visegrad Group’s governments. 
The Fund runs four grant programs :

◦ Small Grants, 

◦ Standard Grants, 

◦ the Visegrad Strategic Program and 

◦ the Visegrad+ program,

 three scholarship schemes, 

 an artist-in-residence program and 

 a curriculum-building program for universities.

 Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), municipalities 
and local or regional governments, schools and 
universities, but also private companies and individual 
citizens from the Visegrad Group countries (and other 
countries) are eligible for the Fund’s support.



Projects financed within Small or Standard 
Grants should fall within one of the following 
six categories:

 cultural cooperation, 

 scientific exchange and research, 

 education, 

 youth exchange, 

 crossborder cooperation, 

 promotion of tourism. 



 Annual budget: €520,000

 Max. time frame: 6 months

 Deadlines: 1 March, 1 June, 1 September and 
1 December

 All grant applications must be submitted 
through the on-line application system. 



 Annual budget: €2,200,000

 Max. time frame: 12 months

Deadlines: 15 March, 15 September



 International educational project supported 
financially by International Visegrad Funds (IVF) 
‖E-learning – as a Road to the Communication in 
a Multicultural Environment‖ (No 10920089),
implemented by University of Silesia in Katowice 
(Poland) in collaboration with 

 University of Ostrava (Czech Republic), 

 Matej Bel University in Bańska Bystrica (Slovak 
Republic), 

 project be realized from 01.08.2009 to 
28.02.2010 and has been successfully 
completed.



 The aim of the project has been to address the 
problem of fostering close cooperation and 
strengthening relationships between the Czech 
Republic, Poland and Slovakia. 

 In particular, the project was designed to promote 
regional cooperation among Visegrad countries 
through support for research and educational 
projects as well as through e-learning and LLL 
programmes, conferences, workshops, and the 
development of regional educational environments 
as well as training of teachers in the field of ICT and 
E-learning.



 The official languages of the project were Czech, 
Slovak, Polish and English. 

 The international project ―E-learning - as a Road to 
Communication in a Multicultural Environment‖ has 
successfully served the following purposes:

 Popularization of E-learning in academic environments 
and among students through the organization of the 2-
days conference (19-20.10.2009) entitled: "Theoretical 
and Practical Aspects of Distance Learning‖ with 97 
participants (academic staff, teachers, students and 
others) and the workshop "Distance Course Design 
Using CLMS MOODLE‖ (20.10.2009) with 35 
participants (as above). The participants of these 
activities were from all above mentioned countries. 



 1) University lecturer and teachers; 

 2) Students – prospective teachers and 
educators; 

 3) Primary school teachers; 

 4) Secondary school teachers in various 
subjects; 

 5) Methodology consultants; 

 6) People with limited financial resources; 



 7) Residents of small towns and remote 
areas; 

 8) Future students; 

 9) People with disabilities; 

 10) Distance learning teachers (tutors); 

 11) Post-graduate students; 

 12) Persons attending continuing education. 







The participants of the conference

Theoretical and Practical Aspects of Distance 

Learning, Cieszyn 2009





















 20 October, in second day of conference the workshops 
―Distance Course Design Using CLMS MOODLE‖ took place. The 
workshops be directed to students, the academicals lecturers, 
and first of all to teachers all types of schools from Poland and 
Czech Republic and the took the place the synchronically in 
two computer halls. Polish teachers took part from many cities 
from Silesian province as well as from Warsaw, Cracow and 
other towns. Workshops was supported of platform of 
University of Silesia in Katowice for PhD students, Ma 
candidates and postgraduates being on web-site 
http://el2.us.edu.pl/mw-std/.

 The leadership of workshop was lecturers of Universities in 
Katowice and simultaneously the PhD students from Faculty of 
Pedagogy of University of Ostrava on specialty of  Information 
and Communication Technologies in Education Mgr Agnieszka 
Heba (Figure 1, b), as well as the Mgr Jacek Grudzień. The 
administrator of distance learning platform of University of 
Ostrava and PhD students of OSU Mgr Lenka Orzelová led 
workshops for Czech participants. 





























 Training prospective teachers to use distance 
teaching and to utilize e-learning in teaching and 
preparing them for the role of a tutor. 
Development of e-learning postgraduate 
programmes for teachers in ICT and other fields. 

 These objectives were achieved through several 
actions, among the others, series of distance 
courses on the e-learning platforms of University 
of Silesia and University of Ostrava and above 
mentioned workshop and conference. 



1) Theoretical and Methodical Aspects of Distance 
Learning; 

2) Practical Aspects of Distance Learning with 
Successful Examples; 

3) Development of Teachers’ Computer 
Competences for Use in E-learning; 

4) Multimedia and E-learning System in Distance 
Learning; 

5) Psychological, Social and Legal Aspects of 
Distance Learning.





 This publication was designed as both 
instrument for popularization of the idea of 
e-learning and training and teaching 
materials.

 Publication of articles and papers on the 
project outcomes in academic journals and 
other hard copy and on-line periodicals as 
the method of e-learning and distance 
learning popularization. 



 1) 19-20 October 2009 - "Theoretical and 
Practical Aspects of Distance Learning" 
(DLCC2009) - a two-day conference organized 
by the Faculty of Ethnology and Sciences of 
Education, University of Silesia (Poland), 
Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th October 2009, 

 Cieszyn, Poland, Bielska 62 Street, 43-400 
Cieszyn, Poland, Conference Hall. 

 Co-organizer of conference: University of 
Ostrava (Czech Republic), Matej Bel University 
in Banská Bystrica (Slovak Republic) and 
International Visegrad Fund



 2) Workshop „ Distance Course Design Using 
CLMS MOODLE‖ held on 20, October 2009, 
Faculty of Ethnology and Sciences of 
Education in Cieszyn, University of Silesia 
(Poland), Bielska Street 62, 43-400 Cieszyn, 
Poland, halls 19 & 120. 

 Co-organizer of workshop : University of 
Ostrava (Czech Republic), Matej Bel University 
in Banská Bystrica (Slovak Republic) and 
International Visegrad Fund; 





 Distance courses design and implementation on the e-
learning platform of the Faculty of Ethnology and Sciences 
of Education, University of Silesia (Poland) 
http://el2.us.edu.pl/weinoe: 

 Getting basic knowledge of MS WORD (52 participants)

 Data analysis in the spreadsheet of MS EXCEL (47 
participants)

 Basics of the Internet: Web technologies (5 participants)

 Meeting with a computer from the inside (6 participants)

 Virtual trap: how to overcome addiction to video games 
(5 participants)

 others. 

 Access is open (users can register as a guest)

 Contact person : Eugenia Smyrnova-Trybulska







 Distance courses design and implementation
on e-learning platform of University of Ostrava 
(Chech Republic) http://moodle.osu.cz/, on e-
learning platform of the Pedagogical Faculty. 

 Courses title are: 

 SISIE (Služby informační sítě) - Information 
and Communication (11 participants)

 ZAKIT (Základy informačních technologií) –
Basics of Information  Technology (15 
participants)

 Contact person : Kateřina Kostolányová





 Provision of access to educational materials 
to students, local communities and all those 
interested, including people with disabilities, 
people with limited financial resources, 
residents of small towns and remote areas, in 
furtherance of the European community goal 
of providing equal opportunity for all citizens 
in access to knowledge.



 Development of a working model of an information 
and educational environment intended to provide 
support for distance learning and teacher’s 
education in Visegrad Group countries as well as 
further development of distance learning platforms 
actually operated by all project partners.

 Development of distance courses in pedagogy, ICT 
and other fields.

 Carrying out surveys among teachers and students 
regarding the present and future application of e-
learning for work- and study-related purposes.



 1. Using E-learning in teacher education at the 
University 

 2. The organization of international conferences 
entitled ―Theoretical and Practical Aspects of 
Distance Learning‖, 2009-2012 at the University of 
Silesia in Cieszyn

 3. The organization of the International Workshop 
―Distance Course Design‖ 2010–2012 

 4. Liaising and maintaining personal and virtual 
contact between project participants from Visegrad
group countries. 



 5. Update of the educational portals maintained by 
partner universities: placing and making available of 
new educational materials, such as: software, 
articles, lessons, conspectuses, photo-gallery; 
exchange of materials. 

 6. Update of the e-learning platforms maintained by 
partner universities: development of new distance 
learning courses and educational materials, and 
placing them in the platform; exchange of distance 
courses. 

 7. Others.



 Provision of access to educational materials to 
students, local communities and all those interested, 
including people with disabilities, people with limited 
financial resources, residents of small towns and 
remote areas, in furtherance of the European 
community goal of providing equal opportunity for all 
citizens in access to knowledge.

 Development of a working model of an information 
and educational environment intended to provide 
support for distance learning and teacher’s education 
in Visegrad Group countries as well as further 
development of distance learning platforms actually 
operated by all project partners.



 Development of distance courses in 
pedagogy, ICT and other fields.

 Fostering close cooperation, strengthening 
relationships and promoting regional 
cooperation in the field of education, 
especially e-learning, between Czech 
Republic, Poland and Slovakia.



 October 2009 - article about project ―E-learning - as a 
Road to Communicating in the Multicultural 
Environment‖ on the website University of Ostrava;

 November 2009 – Publication of the article about 
project in ―Gazeta Uniwersytecka‖ - monthly periodical 
published by the University of Silesia in Katowice;

 27 November 2009 - Press releases – news stories in 
the local weekly newspaper Głos Ziemi Cieszyńskiej
(―Voice of the Cieszyn Ground‖);

 November 2009 – article in title ―A Road to 
Communicating in the Multicultural Environment‖ , 
publishing in magazine of Department of Education in 
Katowice ―Schools Magazine‖ (November, 2009, 3/330) .



 December 2009 - Publication of the article in ―Gazeta 
Uniwersytecka‖ - monthly periodical published by the 
University of Silesia in Katowice;

 December 2009 - article about the international 
project polish-slovak-czech ―E-learning - as a Road 
to Communicating in the Multicultural Environment‖ 
in the ―Listy‖ - the academic magazine of University 
of Ostrava (Czech Republic) 

 December 2009 - Publication of the article about 
project in ―Gazeta Uniwersytecka‖ - monthly 
periodical published by the University of Silesia in 
Katowice.













 The international cooperation between University of Silesia 
in Katowice (Poland),  University of Ostrava (Czech Republic) 
and Matej Bel University in Bańska Bystrica (Slovak Republic) 
during realization of project ‖E-learning – as a Road to the 
Communication in a Multicultural Environment‖, shows, that 
this matter is very effectively and successfully and it 
motivates to continuation and strengthening of 
international cooperation in area of implementation of e-
learning in particular, through others similar international 
projects, which we plan to realize in the closest future with 
our partners.

 In particularly, participation in next competition IVF, to 
apply for the Standard Grant and realization of scientific 
research project about new possibilities and efficiencies of 
e-learning 3.0




